[The completed and attempted suicide in Krakow: similarities and differences].
The study presents the results of the interdisciplinary research conducted on the basis of cooperation between the Institute of Forensic Medicine, the Department of Clinical Toxicology, and the Clinic of Psychiatry in Kraków. The aim of the research was to determine similarities and differences between attempted and completed suicide from the point of view of socio-demographic and clinical traits. The authors analysed 220 cases of completed suicide committed in Kraków and its environs in the year 2000. The material presented in the study was based on the archive data from post mortem examinations conducted in the Institute of Forensic Medicine in Kraków. The sample consisted of 177 males and 43 females ranging in age from 13 to 89 years. The mean age was 43.6 years for the entire group, 42 years for males and 50 years for females. The majority of subjects were males, either unemployed, or pensioners. A similar tendency was observed in the group of female subjects. Mental disorders and alcoholic addiction in anamnesis were discovered in a significant number of cases, both in the group of males and in the group of females. Subjects, in whom serious somatic diseases had been detected, constituted a separate group of cases. According to the archive data, in the last century, suicide was most frequently committed by hanging. Similarly, in the sample examined, in 133 cases, suicide was committed by hanging. In 37% of cases, the level of alcohol in the suicides' blood was between 0.5 and 3 or more g/L. In 2000/2001, within the analogical period of 12 months, the group of 200 patients after a suicide attempt by drug intoxication was examined in the Department of Clinical of Toxicology Jagiellonian University College of Medicine. This group included 49 males and 150 females, ranging in age from 18 to 79 years (mean age 35). The examination was conducted by means of structured investigation and medical documentation. Contrary to completed suicide, in the group of suicide attempters, females outnumbered males. Young people under thirty, living in a large city, possessing elementary or secondary education, and either unemployed, or pensioners, constituted the majority of the examined group. A significant percentage of females was divorced and lived with their children only. The majority of the examined population of suicide attempters had used alcohol during the attempt, had suffered from depression, personality or behavioural disorders, had undergone psychiatric treatment, or had had cases of suicide among their friends or relatives.